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1 APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Barry Probin and Martin Stewart
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 September 2024. 
Members approved the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
No interests were declared.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Police provided an update by e-mail as follows:
They encourage the use of SPIDs as they have a psychological nudge effect and encourage people to reduce speed.

Overall, though police road safety activity here on the ground is driven almost wholly by the tasking arising from public submissions. The best advice is therefore to always submit any concerns to Speed Concern Submission – Lancashire Road Safety Partnership (lancsroadsafety.co.uk) so that they can be assessed and tasked out.

Therefore, the Parish Council can encourage action by the police by regular reporting of issues found by the SPIDs.

The developers of the proposed Solar Farm in Catforth made a presentation to the Council, setting out the proposed development.  This presentation will be added on the Website.

A consultation meeting is being advertised by the developers & will take place on 6th November 2024
5 FUTURE CIL PROJECTs
The Parish Council has completed/commissioned the 2 large CIL projects that were identified within the Parish.  We now need to identify and consult on future projects.  The work to date has identified 3 potential large projects that could be considered:

1. The Linear Park. (this project has now reached the planning phase)

2. Orchard Playing Fields enhancement (possibly including the field at the rear)

3. Canal Towpath enhancements. (It was decided, due to the excessive cost, that this project should not be pursued.
Councillors should note that agreement to pursue some of these larger schemes may require agreement from PCC that we can retain CIL money beyond the usual 5-year timeframe to align with the expected project delivery dates.

Members agreed that we should expand our ideas around how the Parish Council can contribute to the development of the Linear Park.

MIN 24/25 054 Members resolved that the clerk should seek approval from PCC to retain CIL monies against the Linear Park and Orchard Playing Fields, without specifying any amount.
MIN 24/25 055 Members resolved that a list of CIL projects should be developed by sending suggestions to Paul Entwistle, who will update the current list for consideration at a future meeting. A consultation will then be conducted with residents to identify their preferences to determine an appropriate implementation action plan.
6 CATFORTH TRAFFIC CALMING SCHEME
TROs for the Catforth scheme speed limit changes have been advertised.  
As objections were raised to the initial scheme, in accordance with due process, the entire scheme including both the TROs and SLO will be presented to Cabinet for a decision on the path forward on 5th December 2024.  

No further action is required by WPC at this time.

7 SANDY LANE
The following issues have been reported on Sandy Lane:

1. The road scheme being incomplete at the junction with Hoyles Lane, which is believed to be due to further excavations being required to link into the new sewers.

2. The extremely poor condition of the road.
3. Parking around the 2 nurseries on the road.

4. Access to the nurseries due to the lack of a continuous footpath & crossing point.
Councillor Daniel Guise will follow up with LCC to confirm when works will be completed on the road.  Once the completion date and extent of the works has been confirmed the Parish council will consider whether further action is required.
8 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 30 September 2024 
The Chairman is requested to confirm the parish account statement has been verified with the End of June Bank statements. (Docs attached)
The End of September Balances were:

Current Account    £126,756.59
CCLA Account      £297,742.38
MIN 24/25 056 Members confirmed that the financial statements are correct, and the chairman signed the month end statement.
With the addition of the £47,830 of CIL money in October, this will take the balance with the Unity Trust Bank to ~£170,000.  As spending on CIL projects is not proceeding as quickly as was hoped the Clerk proposes to transfer some money to the CCLA account to both provide financial protection and increase the interest rate achieved.  It is proposed to transfer the Sum of £102,257.62, to bring the balance in the CCLA account to £400,000.
9 QUARTER 2 FINANCIAL REVIEW
The Quarter 2 financial review is attached to the Agenda.

Councillors are invited to note.

1. Spend for 2024/5 is expected to exceed budget by around £5,000 at £57,000, but that this is well within the overall income for the year of ~£65,000.

2. CIL spending has progressed well on smaller projects, with the likely end of year outturn being in the range £60,000 - £100,000.  

3. CIL income for the year will not be known until October, when the next CIL payment comes in.

4. The Precept for 2025/6 is likely to be somewhat higher than the £48,000 in 2024/5, due to increased costs.

MIN 24/25 057 Members noted the financial review and confirmed that an increase in the level of precept was an acceptable outcome.

10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS 20 October 2024
MIN 24/25 058 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the September meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	September/October payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Garden invoice September 
	Lengthsman
	£317.91
	Ref 81

	Broxap Benches
	Broxap
	£3,648.00
	Ref 82

	Bank Service Charge
	Unity Trust Bank
	£23.70
	Ref 83

	Tablet for SPID Download
	Traffic Technology
	£480.00
	Ref 84

	Lengthsman Material Limestone
	Lengthsman
	32.84
	Ref 85

	Lengthsman Weeks 25-28
	Lengthsman
	1520.00
	Ref 86

	
	
	
	Ref 


We have been notified that we will receive a CIL payment of £47,830 on 28 October 2024.
11 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

MIN 24/25 059 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Viking Stationary Purchase
	£83.30
	BACs
	Ref 87

	Autumn Newsletter Delivery
	£224.40
	BACs
	Ref 88

	Clerk Salary October 2024
	£773.54
	BACs
	Ref 89

	HMRC PAYE 
	£557.33
	BACs
	Ref 90

	Employer National Insurance
	£83.72
	BACs
	Ref 91

	Pension contributions clerk October 2024
	£59.13
	DD
	Ref 92

	Parish Rooms Rental October 7th
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 93

	Parish Rooms Rental October 21st
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 94

	Waste Carriers Licence Lengthsman
	£159.00
	BACs
	Ref 95


12 WARDING ASSESSMENT

Councillors debated the extent to which information should be provided to residents to explain the advantages and disadvantages of the options presented.  It was concluded that it was difficult to present a balanced view which could lead to the council being seen to be favouring a particular option.  On this basis it was decided that the two paragraphs stating the advantages and disadvantages should be removed from the voting flyer and replaced with a statement pointing to the more detailed report on the website.
MIN 24/25 060 Members resolved that once these changes are made the Flyer will be printed and distributed.

13 REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES

The review does not recommend any changes to locations or additional Polling Stations, these will continue to be the Parish Room at St Annes Church for the Plumpton Ward and Catforth Village Hall for the Catforth Ward.

14 NEW ESTATES MAINTENANCE
No Progress
15 ST ANNES SCHOOL

Request for funding from Woodplumpton St Anne's Primary School for the purpose of updating the outdoor area.
The school is hoping to revise this area in three phases, each costing around £10,000.  They are currently using school funds, fund raising and the Governors are applying for further grant funding, but we are currently around £4,000 short of the total cost.  Any contribution towards this would be greatly appreciated by the children of the village and the entire village community, as we so often host community events, which are not limited to the school community.

MIN 24/25 061 Members resolved to provide funding to Woodplumpton St Anne’s Primary School for the sum of £4,000.
16 RIBBLESWOOD BRIDGE
Instructions have been given to PCC to proceed to tender with the replacement of the Ribbleswood Bridge.  PCC have advised of an increase in the timescale and cost due to foundations needing to extend to 6 inches below the riverbed.
17 GRIT BINS

Councillors to identify if there are any other locations where additional grit bins are required?
(There is an LCC scoring process to determine if a location meets the requirements for a bin at their expense, if it doesn’t, the Parish Council would have to fund them.

18 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members considered and approved the delegated comments for October. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
19 RED TELEPHONE BOXES
Plough at Eaves – Defibrillator.  It was confirmed that the base & electrical supply across the road from the pub has been removed and therefore is no longer a suitable alternative site.
Discussions on the proposal are taking place between the landlord & management company but no further information is currently available.

20 BINS AND PLANTERS AROUND THE PARISH
Bins have now been installed – stickers are awaited on some bins.
It was noted that Pauline Bamber (Company Secretary for B G Fencing) should have declared an interest in Item 20 & this was corrected & managed in the normal way as defined in the Standing orders.

Planters – Highways approval has been provided for all proposed planters locations. The Catforth ones will follow after the traffic calming scheme is completed.
The project involves the placement of 12 large planters, each to contain gravel for drainage and topsoil.  The planters will be purchased directly from the supplier by the Parish Council and delivered to whoever is going to put them in place. The task is complicated with multiple stages including delivery from the supplier, storage, handling, transport, positioning and filling.

Councillor Pauline Bamber is the Company Secretary of BG Fencing & has offered to manage and undertake the work at a reduced price.  It was not possible at this time to provide a precise cost for the work as the size of planters was not known and hence the associated quantities of gravel and soil and the work needed to place the planters.
It was agreed that Pauline Bamber would bring forward a quote from BG fencing for the completion of the work to the November Meeting.  Councilors will consider the options that are available for this work prior to the November meeting so that the matter can be discussed.  The option of using a single tender basis will be considered at the November meeting.
The use of a single tender for jobs with a value below £25,000 excluding VAT is permissible, subject to an explanation being provided for the course of action and approval by the Council.
MIN 24/25 062 Members resolved to consider the options for the placement of the planters at the November meeting.
21 THE ORCHARD PLAYING FIELD
Councillor Bamber brought forward 3 quotations from Architects to draw up the proposed scheme so that we can progress the work.  The quotations were each around £2,000.  The Council agreed that these quotations were acceptable. 

MIN 24/25 063 Members resolved to accept the quote from Andrew Stevens

22 West Bank Ave St Annes FY8 5RB and proceed with the work.
22 BENCHES

5 Benches have now been supplied.  Benches that are being placed in existing locations will be put in place by Councillor Entwistle and the Lengthsman.  A request to approve the placing of benches on Highways land is being prepared and will be submitted shortly.  In total this will result in a request to purchase additional benches.
23 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
A slightly revised cost for the modifications to the Woodplumpton Road/Newsham Hall Lane junction in Woodplumpton of £67,566.44 (plus the potential cost of service diversions) was provided by LCC Highways.  The council agreed that this change in cost did not affect the decision made and recorded at the last meeting not to pursue the work at the cost of the Parish Council.  The Clerk will now respond to LCC Highways on this matter.

24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 18th November 2024 at 7.00 in the Parish Rooms. 
END
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